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Language Philosophy 

Language is fundamental to learning and permeates all subject areas.  Our goal is to 
celebrate the cultural identities of our students while promoting international mindedness, 
learning another language, and supporting students’ mother tongue.  Language is a major 
connection between home and school.  Teachers and families play a significant role in their 
child’s language development and learning.  The language diversity of our community is 
promoted and supported in school and at home.  Families are encouraged to read, speak, 
and write with their children in their native language for educational and personal growth. 

Every staff member at O’Connell School is a teacher of language and all students are 
language learners.  Each child brings their own cultural background during language 
instruction.  All learning takes place through linguistic means.  Language is best taught in a 
linguistically rich environment through a variety of modalities including listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, presenting, and viewing.  It is an essential element included in all 
transdisciplinary units of study.  Our school is committed to providing a multilinguistic 
environment with authentic language opportunities at each student’s individual level. 
Immersing students in language develops an appreciation of other cultures and different 
perspectives.  This will lead to a lifelong enthusiasm for languages and language learning. 
Language development is essential for students’ social, emotional, and cognitive 
development.  Effective language learning will also enable students to become fully 
functioning members of the global community. 

Practices that Reflect Our Beliefs 

● A Language Profile Survey is shared at the start of each school year to provide families 
an opportunity to share the languages and cultures celebrated in their homes. 

● Language Profile Survey results provide valuable information for all staff to learn more 
about our families and provide staff with more information to better address their 
students’ diverse linguistic & cultural backgrounds. 

● The development of students’ native language(s) is encouraged both in school and at 
home through parental involvement. 

● Different languages are represented, discussed, and celebrated, particularly the 
students’ mother tongues. 

● Bilingual Family Support Specialist -  provides Spanish translation when beneficial and 
supports family engagement both in and outside school. 



● Staff provides a school environment that is print-rich and encourages language 
development.  Students have access to a variety of texts, multimedia and classrooms 
have visuals/labels/signs/anchor charts etc. that are often referred to. 

● Language learning activities that include listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
presenting, and viewing are purposefully planned and embedded into daily 
instruction. 

● Students are provided numerous opportunities to use language in a variety of 
authentic contexts. 

● Staff and students use language as a vehicle for engaging in inquiry-based learning. 

● Students are afforded opportunities in how they want to communicate their learning 
and express themselves (oral, written…etc.). 

● Students have access to a personal technology device and platforms that allow the 
language to be changed/set to their mother tongue or another language to access 
information and communicate. 

● Teachers and families utilize Class Dojo to communicate. This platform allows parents 
to choose from 35 languages to translate messages, ensuring that our families are able 
to be active in their child’s education. 

● Students are encouraged to inquire about, draw comparisons, and reflect upon other 
languages. 

● Explicit language instruction is interwoven throughout all transdisciplinary instructional 
units of inquiry. 

● Teachers model respect for and interest in other languages.  They acknowledge, 
celebrate, and build on their students’ linguistic knowledge. 

● Teachers utilize a variety of texts and multimedia in their instruction. 

● Appropriate use of language (ex. vocabulary, grammar, writing, reading strategies, 
listening skills, appropriate speech, etc.) is explicitly taught and reinforced in a variety 
of contexts. 

● Students deepen their understanding of content through peer discourse. 

● Students use language as a means to reflect upon and celebrate their own learning 
and sense of self. 

● Staff have high expectations for each student’s language development. 

● Students deepen their linguistic and cultural knowledge through Spanish instruction. 

● All teachers utilize the Ellevation platform to access demographics, heritage, progress, 
data, and instructional strategies for our EL (English Learner) students. 

● Technology is used regularly to enrich language development. 



World Language: Spanish Instruction 

O’Connell School is a bilingual environment and strives to make every student proficient in at 
least two languages.  All students in grades K-5 at O’Connell School receive weekly 
instruction aligned with the transdisciplinary grade level units of study. The goal of this 
program is for the majority of students to communicate needs, feelings, and wants in Spanish 
in a variety of domains of language: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Each student 
will progress at their own rate on their individual language development journeys.  Students 
will be given opportunities to access authentic Spanish materials and realia, make cultural 
connections, and foster an appreciation of other cultures. 

English Language Learner (EL) Services 

Students receive EL services and are provided with additional language support tailored to 
each students’ linguistic development. The purpose of EL services is to supplement Tier 1 
instruction, ensuring student success with the curriculum. As a result of this specialized 
instruction, students gain English language skills that are necessary to develop each of the 
language domains and communicate to their full potential.  Instruction is informed by their 
level of language acquisition as determined by the LAS links assessment and all relevant 
student data.  Possible modifications and accommodations include the following: 
frontloading vocabulary, identifying cognates, use of word-to-word dictionaries in their 
native language, and integration of technology to enhance language abilities.  The goal is 
for students to eventually be able to work within the classroom without EL support services as 
they acquire necessary conversational and academic language.  The EL teacher, classroom 
teacher, and other appropriate staff regularly collaborate to ensure consistent instruction 
and transference of knowledge. 

Language and the Learner Profile 

Students will use language to: 

● acquire new information and develop curiosity about the world (inquirer) 
● express ideas and thoughts (thinker) 
● communicate knowledge via all 4 domains of language (communicator) 
● express themselves in creative ways (risk-taker) 
● acquire new vocabulary in their mother tongue and second language 

(knowledgeable) 
● express caring and empathy (caring) 
● develop an awareness that language is powerful and has a profound effect 

(principled) 
● articulate thoughts and ideas to gain new learning through a variety of modalities 

(balanced) 
● reflect upon their language experiences and development (reflective) 
● accept and appreciate cultural/linguistic similarities and differences (open-minded) 

Library Media Centers: 

● Houses a broad range of books in English as well as Spanish. 
● Classrooms and school libraries provide culturally responsive materials that reflect 

different global perspectives. 
● Encourages students to read a variety of texts about other cultures. 



  

● Destiny- web resources, public database and physical library space. 
● Students participate in the Governor's Summer Reading Challenge. 
● PTO sponsors two Book Fairs (Bilingual Books available.) 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT)-

● Tools that are a valuable life skill (technology devices such as computers, smartboards, 
iPads etc.) 

● Develop and encourage use of technology related vocabulary and terms 
● Empowers and connects students locally and globally 
● Emphasis to become responsible digital citizen 
● Evaluate sources 
● Gains knowledge through close reading 
● Make connections between text and online materials 
● Typing skills 
● Note-taking skills 
● Analyze and synthesize information 
● Organize information 
● Google organizational accounts with google classroom access to communicate and 

share work digitally with teachers and peers 
● Utilize tools to embed photographs and videos to create/share learning 

Assessment 

Each student’s language development will be assessed according to our assessment policy. 

Professional Collaboration 

Classroom teachers and specialists will collaborate and share best practices that pertain to 
language acquisition and development.  Language specialists such as the Speech and 
Language Pathologist, EL teacher, and Spanish teacher play a particularly important role in 
reinforcing, supporting, and enriching student learning in the classroom.  Professional 
development will be provided as necessary. 

Communicating the Language Policy 

The Language Policy is regularly communicated to all staff, families, and stakeholders. 
Teachers are responsible for communicating this policy to students and parents.  The 
Language Policy will be posted on the O’Connell School website. Families are encouraged 
to be involved in the school community whenever possible.  In addition to the website, all 
staff will be able to access the Language Policy on Google shared organizational drive. 

Reviewing the Language Policy 

The PYP coordinator will ensure that the language policy is reviewed and revised every two 
years to reflect the current needs of the school population.  All staff at O’Connell School are 
involved in development and adoption of the language policy.  All staff are responsible to 
ensure that the language policy is a working document, and that it is referred to and 
reflected upon. 
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